Lircular Letter 


To the Clergy of Mar y-Land, Sabſequent to the latz 


iſrtation 


Reverend Brethren, 


cannot refit upon the good Order of your Conferences, and the Unani: 
mity in your Refolves at yourlate Viftation , without the greateſt eſteem 
of, and AﬀcQtion towards you. And ſo happy a beginning gives me good 
Grounds to hope the beſt things from you. The truth of it is, when I fir 
down and conſider the ſeveral particular Methods of Minftrrial Inftruftion, which 
ou did then ſo chearfully come inro, I am not able, upon the moſt mature 
liberation, to conceive, what can be farther wanting on your Parts, to render 
the People committed to your Charge, fully edify'd in all things to Sal- 
vation, but the purting the meaſures then Reſolved upon, vigorouſly into Execu- 
tion, both as to Catechizing, Preaching, and Private Exhort ation and Admonition. 
Now the firit om Reſolutions refer to Catechizing, a part of your Mini 
ſo exceedingly necellary in the Church of Chriſt , eſpecially in an Age ſo: looſe 
in its Principles, as ours is, that enough can never be ſaid to inculcate that mar- 
rer upon you. - But I torbear here, having ſo largely ſpoken to it,in my Viſitation 
Charge. However there is one confideration of ſuch peculiar force to your ſelves 
in Mayy/and , .that I muſt needs remind you thereof, to —_— you in "that 
Wark, tho” 1 know the words themſelves were ſo empharical”, and the: occaſion 
of thzm; muſt be ſo freſh in your Minds , that it will nor be eaſy for you to 
forger rhem. 


And was it ſo, that but few Morths ago , the whole Province were in that 
| Conſternation, on the account of their Religion, as did tay exceed. our ExpeQari- 
on; And did the Patriots of your Country under ſuch Difficulties, and Di 
ments, as I forbear to name, renew its Eſtabliſhment, and that too with ſuch an 
Unanmity, and general Conſent, as ſhews that it is no indifferent thing ta them? 
And wheretore was w__ —— weuld re-eſtabliſh | 
and provide tor its Clergy amonglt them ; Why ? For this end 6 hey Jocks nm 
this glcrious Work ! THAT THEIR CHILDREN AND :RITY BEING 
PRESERVED IN .THE -UNITY OF THE CHURCH, FROM.. FACTION 
AND SCHISM, IN. HONESTY AND CHARITY, MIGHT BECOME GOOD 
AND SOBER MEN; LOVING'VERTUE, HATING Vl CE, THE RATIONAL 
CONSEQVENCE OF TRUE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE: Words ſurely thar 
deſerve to be written (both for the perpetual Honour of the Province, and for a 
Memorandum to you of the Cay, ro oh papel you are continued) IN 
LETTERS OF GOLD on PILLARS OF MARBLE, It evidently appears hence, 
That the Chriſtian Education of their Youth, is what thoſe Patriots do chiefly: 
expect from you. And ſurely then, if for this Reaſon principally, a Clergy have 
been there re-eſtabliſhed, ſo tar as lies in their Power : To this work therefore it 
is, ,Thar.in a more eſpecial manner, you are call'd to exert your Labours , as a 
malt .important part of your Mini among them. And you ,are to. conclude | 
hence, Thar you, of all the Clergy in the King's. Dominions, hare a more than or-, 
dinary Call to apply your ſelves particularly. thereunto. <4 


I. 


Letter T. 


And indeed the Catechetical part js Digeſted by you, ſo much to my SatisfaQtie 

'on, thar if you ſhall marſhall all the Youth within your reſpective Cures into . 
thoſe Three Claſſes , and ſhall Catechize them accordingly , I ſhould then hope 
very ſoon to ſee thoſe in America , as far exceed many amonglt us here, as the 
Children of the poor Vaudois , which Thuanus ſpeaks of, Lib. 27. do thoſe in the + 
wealthier parts of the Chriſtian World. And the Religious Education ot Youth, 
being a part of your Duty 6f ſuch infinite Conſequence, as well to the planting of 
Chriſtaniry with you, as the Reſtauration of ir here, now almolt expiring amongſt 
us, I conjure you, by all that Love which the Son of God bore to rhe Sons of 
| when he deſcenicd from Heaven, to teach and enlighten the ignorant and 
benighted World ; and which Lovethe particularly exprefled ro ſuch tender ones : 
I conjure you by all this, to Feed thoſe Lambs. And that there may be no impoſ- 
fibility, incapacity , or any want of means urg'd in excuſe for any one's omiſſion 
in that part, I have provided you with ſuch a quantity of Books, Adapted to 
thoſe ſeveral Degrees of Catechumens, as will ſupply all the pocrer Children, at 
leaſtwiſe, in your reſpeftive Cures; and will alſo take care of even thoſe of 
better Condition, ſhould their Parems be ſo Barbarous towards them, as to deny 
to in them with necelfary Books, rather than they :thall want Cazechetical 


Inſtruftion. 


For the Firſt Claſs, you have, The Church Catechiſm , together with ſome of the 
moſt Appoſite Texts pertaining to the ſeveral Dollrines, and Duties contained 
therein ,_ with a Form of Morning and Evening Prayer for Children. Alſs, 
a Grace before and after Meat. And of theſe I would have you give one to all 
the poorer Families, and to Servants Quarters within your reſpeQive Cures, 
where there are Chi and to_ recommend it to the welthier Parents to buy for 
theirs. And after this, let it be your Care to have the Children frequently call'd - 
upon to'repent their Catechiſin, and to recite their Scriptures, and Prayers. Let this, [ 
ſay, be done, _ pour eh, when you ſhall viſit thoſe Families, or by 0- 

n 


thers whom you to call them thus to account in your ſtead. And as 
you cannot think of ſuch poop Perſons for this purpoſe, as the Members of the 
Religious Society , or ſuperior Claſs of Catechimens within your Pariſhes, whom 


you will find very fervicable to you in this, 2 my other good Offices within 
your Cures: So indeed this part muſt be done chiefly by ſome truſty Deputy, 
It being equally a am_as Boone that ſuch ſmall Children ſhould be broughe 
many Miles to Church to be Catechiz'd, or that you ſhould be continually vifi- 
ting them at their Houſes fur that ſe, for which more than your whole 
time would be inſufficient in ſuch dilated Cures. And it may ſuffice that you do this 
in: Perſon only, when either a Baptiſm, or the Viſtation of the Sick, or a Euneral, 
or any other occafion ſhalt draw Fu out into any quarter of your Pariſh. Where 
a Competition berween the ſeveral Duties of your Paſtoral Office is ſuch, that your 
time will be devoured by any one of them, 0 the omithon of others equally neceſ- 

. f you ſhould give your ſelves up wholly to that ; there is a , fo far to 
di with the Perſona! Execution thereof, as to reſerve a ſhare for other parts 
of your Funtion, And this I know is too much your Caſe. ; 


The Second Claſs of Catechumens you have judicioufl inted to confiſt 
Children, ovens. g/g 4 mark not that you == yy - = up your —_ 
nicely between fach Periods , that a Child either under the one, or beyond the 
ter is always to be excluded that inflitetion which you judge molt proper tot 
as are wi that Compaſs: But becauſe it is to be expetted , that 


11 © Chriſtian Children, as thoſe of the Zeres, ſhould by that time be able 
oh ny hrcows., or Reaſon 0 oy that on. And it is of the 
greateſt uſe to fix defigns to certain Periods, which will ca expeQations, 

t, £ ing, things will anſwer within thoſe termes, ind 25-you hve 
Tefpett to this rank of Carechafiyto bave them learn by Hearr 


Some Expoſition with Scriprzre Proofs , fo I have accordingly ſent you a ient 


This Book is droided hy four parts, and ſubdroided into Fifty Two Leſſons , 
. one:for every Sunday in thi Tear, in which are explained the F ect ar Terms in 

Doumty , and in which are given the Elements of Chriſtian Knowledge , both in 
the general Pottrine , and particular :Articles of the Cavenant of Grace, And ir 
p no 


6 EE 
is in this manner, I think, that your Catechiſm ought to be Expounded to Young 
Children. For firſt, as t5 the terms in Divinity ; Theology, as well as all othet 
Sciences, has ſome peculiar Expreſſions , which trill underſtqod , render any Dif: 
coarſe on Subjects of rhat Nature utrerly unintelligible to either Hearers or 
.Readers: And therefore the peculiar acceptations of ſuch words , 'ſ{o often oc- 
curring in our Diſcourſes of Religion, muſt be firſt explain'd to the Youth , as 
we would have them be ever Edity'd from the Desk, or from the Pulpit. And 
tuch Expoficions ought alfo to be 1o contrived, as to give the Carechutha view of 
the Nature, Terms and Conditions of his Cuvenant with God. For Chriſtianity 
15 no Other than ſuch a Covenant. : And the whole Texture of our Chzrch Carte- 
chiſm is , according to the Analytical and beſt Method, both a general, and par- 
ticular Inſtruction in that matter. : 


The Third C/aſs of Catechumens, you would have to confiſt of Youth grown up 
to ſome Years. And theſe you are for treating with in a manner ſomething more 
Manly than the very Children of Thirteen. You would not oblige them to get an 
Expotition by Heart , but, wbuld recommend to them ſome proper Book to Read, 
' bur yer ro Read 1o arttentively, and with ſuch Application of Mind, as tv 
be ſo much Maſters of its Senſe, as in Conference and Diſcourſe with you u 
thoſe Subjects, to be able to give you Reaſon to conclude they underſtood what 
they have Read. And indeed hereby you will both lead them to exerciſe their 
own Judgments, a thing 0: -fingular uſe to them, and will alſo treat them in ſuch 
4 manner (tho it be in etteCt ſtill bur Carechizing) as none will think themſelves 


above. r | 


And it is moreover very judiciouſly Reſo/ved by you, to adviſe them more parti 
cularly to Read ſuch a Book , or Books, as ſhall more fully inftru@ them a the 
Nature, Terms and Ccndirions of the Covenant of Grace. To underftand and 
comprehend which throughly, is to know the whole Tenor of Chriltiatiity , 
which, except it- be conceived under ſuch a Scheme, cannot, in 
rightly and clearly —_—_—_ Beſides, theſe your Catechetical cs with 
them are primanly defign'd to prepare them with propet Know , that iF 
4da/r, and not yet Baptized (of which there are ſo tnany inthe Plantations 
may be liſted to God in Baptiſm , or if they have been already 
they may ratify their os $5 enant with God in the Lotd's . An 
therefore ſome more enlarged Diſcourſe upon the Nature, Tetms and Conditions of 
their Covenant with God, ſuch as ſhall farther explain, what þ ſhortneſs 
might be left obſcure in the former, muſt, I humbly conceive, be the- x 
Book, which at firſt you can recommend to thetm : And then other Di 
Fairh, or of Life, ſuch as you will find it! the Laymar's Library, when 
former is fully imbib'd, may be with greater advantage 
I think it my Duty to furniſh here allo, fuch of your Diſci 
not provide themſe}ves ; and therefore give you C 
Tones at Annopolis, as many of the Short Diſcourſes upon the Bapt 
as you ſhall want for the poorer Youth, both Children and Servants, 

| | "2 


; - And becauſe that Jowrh when or.ce they advance - towards the State bf Man- 
hood, will ſoon out grow your Tuition, begin with them firſt: And; I deſeeth yo 
with all expedition, to form out of ſuch amongſt then, 25 200 grout bp 16 Yahoo 
| of Diſcretion, a Claſs or Society of Cat echumens, whoth I would have you to 
Infiru and Dire&t according to the Methods, which you will find I have lad 
down at. large in the Preface to = © af the Bopriſmat Guretant, td 
4 


gc 
' Prejudices (and it is indeed an amazing thing to condi 


from approving, or putſuing the beſt Deſigns) I fay, fines many ate þ 
againſt rhe word Lerigsl. them, if you ple Catechumens. 

tient Fexm of the Church of Chriſt, for theſe your 
then $0 except againſt them; for I am ſure no good 
pale the Thing. For, 


can gainday, or - 


; Letter TI. 
. FIRST, It is moſt indiſpenfibly your Duty to call Young T__ together, 


and to give them proper and ſuitable InſtreQions , their Youthful Years beirg 
the very Critical time of engaging them firmly ro God ; for it left ro them{elves 
at that Age, ir is very great odds, but their natural Properifiry 10 Evil, which is 
then in the Highth, and the Allurements of bad Cumpary, which are then moſt 
buſy, will Enter them, -and. bind them cloſe in the Service of rhe Dev#/, the World, 
and the Herſh. And let any of you, as you are the Miniſters of Chriſt , and will 
anfwer it at the dreadful Tribunal, take heed how you ler them alone then to 
themſelves to be the Slaves of Satan. 


. SECONDLY, Ir is highly expedient , that you ſhould, for their better 
ConduQ, put them under ſome prudential Rules. And I do recommend to you, 
tor that purpoſe, thoſe which you will find in the Short View of the Religious So- 
cieties in and about London , herewith ſent you, *wherein you will ſce, that thoſe 
here in Erxg/and have foxm'd to themſelves ſuch . Rules as deſerve our highett 
Approbation : And, with ſome little Alterations, agreeable to the Circumſtances 
ot .your parts, you may regulate the matter with reterence to the Catechet ical $0. 
cieties(for ſuch the Religious Societies ought all to be)with you in the Plantations. 


THIR DLY, I do aſſert, That every Parochial Miniſter ought to be preſent with 
them at their Meetings, to InftruQt, and: to direct them what they are to Read ; 
to examine them, in order t6 know their Improvements, to take care they do nor 
warp towards Error or Schiſm , and to prevent Seducers from coming amonglt 


The danger of the two latter, I know is all that thoſe who are the moſt pre- 
Judic'd, have to ſuggeſt againſt them- Bur whoſe fault is ir, if their Clergy come 
not near them, tho” it ſhould be ſo, that they either warp of themſelves ,or are 
ſeduc'd by others? (as the contrary js moſt evident) Nay, why then, with greater 
Reaſon, ſhould not every Parochia/ ; "qr be always preſent with ; and prefide 
at their Religious Conferences. This, My Reverend Brethren, I do conjure you 
to do; and as I lay my Heart upon no one thing ſo much, as your forming theſe 
Catechetical Societies within your reſpettive Cures, as the only means to train up 
a better Generation, than the wretched one, now in being ; 10 having found the 
extent of your Pariſhes to, be vaſtly too large to have all ſuch Youth . meet you 
at one place, whether at the Church, or elſewhere, I defire you to quarter our 
your lajger Pariſhes into as many Difſtrifs as you ſhall find neceſfary for their 
convenient Meeting together, and to appoint ſo many ſeveral Days and Places for 
em to meet you ( every Sunday in the Afternoon at Church , being always one 
of your Days and Places ; ) and this, if you ſhall do, tho' I have ſeem'd- in the 
following Catalogue to provide only Books for one , or two of thoſe Claſſes in 
. eachof your Pariſhes , yet you ſhall not want the like number of Books for as 
many Cazechetical Societies as you ſhall be able to raiſe. . And the Good. God, to 
_ terror of Satan, and all his Adherents, ſucceed you in theſe your Labours, and 

eaVOurs. : ' 


To Secend you in which , I have ſent you a Paſtoral Letter, perf ng 
Touth both to an early Entertainment of Religion ;, and, in order to t tp put 
themſelves under . the Condutt of their reſpetlive Miniſters. And as I would 
ave. you to give theſe Letters into the Hands of the molt ſerious Youth in your 
Pari and ſuch as are likelieſt to be influenc'd by them, in order ro form them 
into ſuch a Claſs or Society of Catechumens ; 10 1 beſeech you to apply to t 
to this ſe by theſe Lerters,. with all poſhble Ition, leaſt that one of 
theſe poor Souls, for want of our ſecuring him to God betimes, be pre-engaged 
to the Powers of Darkneſs. 


* And becauſe I am abſolutely of your Opinion, that could you procure ſome skil- 
ful Perſon ih the Country, to teach your Carechumens to ling the Pſalms Arti- 
ficially, as ſer to the moſt appeoved Tunes (and Mr. N.——S. and Mr. T——P: 
wing both skilful in Church-Mufick , will ſoon train you up one, or two 


for the purpoſe) the Eiitertainments of P/almody, eſpecially according 
ro 


% 
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' a wy »*. +a « 
t the New Tec}, would wonderfully invite the Young People both to-entat 
iuro a Catechetica/ Society , and would charm them into a conſtant attendance 
on ir. I would theretpye have, you- make it, part af -your Bufineſs at 
Meetings of th2 Youth, to have them firſt ttughr ro Sing by Note, and thi 
atterwards, | would haye you both open , and cloſe up your Catecherical Cony 
Yerencet Witte, a+ Plalm. This is , With 'St. Pax/ ,' to Catob ;:Bem by Guile; 
ahd I am {ure will -he an i#nocent and waſ/inful pioys Fraud. And gs ,for the 
Plalms themſelves, you have a ſufficieur DXe&as for your purpoſe to begin with, 
at the end of rhe Bapriſmal Covenant, And I will take care to fend youa more 
compleat Collection atcerwards. 


And vhen, upon the whole; you ſhall hereby have train'd up 4 conſiderable 
number of rh2 Youth of your Pariſhes, to a very good pitch of Knowledge , 
and ſhall have feafoned them by your Religious Diſcourſes with then, and 
Pivus DireCtions given them; ſo that they become both Knowing and De- 
voart Chriſtians ; immediately upon that , {.-beſeech - you, according to your 
laſt Reſolution upon this Head , to appoint your _—_— Sacraments, and tg 
make .it your ſpecial Care to have all the Catechumens of the. Superiour Claſs, 

conſtant Communicants. Hereby, your. Youth will be happily pro<ngaped in 
+ thz Service of God. And from them, yau will be always ſure to have Gueſts at 
. the Lords Tahle. Aud if you can inſtru& and - prepare ſome of —— 
£roes.1o far, as that they may joyn in Communion with you ar the Sapper 
& the Lord (as vur Brorhgr Mr. Colbarch has ſo worthily done) methinks the 
Diverfiry of CompleCions will add a Beauty to the Spiritual Entertainment : 
_ = rejoyce our very Hearts to behold Minds fo enlighten'd, in Bodies 
o Dar - | "7 S; 

Fhe remaining þart of your Viſitation AQts relate to Preaching to pri» 
bate Applicatidn, and to ſuch Methods of Diſcipline, as are moſt necelſary to be 
maintained among your ſzlves. 


. 


And I ſhall, at my firſt Leiſure , refle& likewiſe upon thoſe Parts ſuccef- 
. ively, in the fame manner as here. I ſay, in the fame »manner as here ; for 
I ſhall not offer ro /ay beavy Burthens: upon "you , and not touch them with 
ene of My Fingers, but as with Relation to the Catechizing of all the de- 
gre23 of Youth, Care ſhall be taken to furniſh you with Cazechi/zes apd Ex- 
poſitions for them ; ſo with reference to the two remaining Parts, I ſhall in- 
duſtrioaſly endeavour to provide you with ſuch neceffary helps, as I can poſ- 
fibly concrive, that ſo thzre may be no want. of means to any of you to 
Execute the moſt difficult of all your R-/o/ut:ons, and nothing to urge in Ex: 
cuſ2 as to the impraQticablenzſs of any one of thoſe Particulars, you, have ſo well, 
io mach becomming your FunQtion Re/o/ved upon , For this you may aſſure your 
$:lves, that I am, as, 


Reverend Sirs, | 
Your moſt Aﬀe&ionate Brother, 
ſo ydur Faichiful Fellow-Labourer, 
Thome? Brdy. 
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| Curſus - Catecheticus 


AMERICANUS | 
| Conſiſting of Books more particul arly fitted for the Uſe of the Three ſeveral Claſſes 
. of Catechnwens, in order ta. ſeaſon the growing Generation with the Princi- 
ples of Pity and Virtue : Pupſuant to the olutions made to that purpoſe 
amps d Day of the Viſctation #: Mary-Land, May the 4th. '1700. 
.:L Frerbs Firſt Claſs of Cat echylagon/iſting of Children under the Age of Nine. 
I HE Church-Catechiſm : Together with ſome of the moſt Appoſite Texts pertaining 
- to the ſeveral Potlines and Rn gray fa 1h, OR F lid of prong 
7 I dren. 6 efore and Meat. — 
ing end TROY FIN 4 for Theſe &t+ grim ao, an Dd "ear \ cms 
I. For the Second Claſs of, Catechumpns | 


* {1 Expoſition of the Churcb-Catechifme, with Scriprure-Proof fitted for the ſecond 
Clakk into four Parts; and ſubdivided 
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ary the ay 4am rg Y ar 
into52 | - one for ey unday in the Year, ip which are explain'd the pecu- 
Fe 4 h are given the Elements of Chriſtian | pay 


liar Terms in Divinity : And in whic ; 
led ge; both-in the General DoEtrine, and articular Articles of the Covenant of 


20 


Let » = 
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"Thoſe to be tent to ſo many 4: will make « Claſs. 
UL For the Third Claſs , or the Society of Catechumens 70 be fited for the 
Bleſſed: Satrament, ether of Baptiſm, "if Adult, or the Lord's Supper, if for- 
- werly Baptiz'd. 
' -» Preparative to the forming, _ engaging of which Catechetical 
2D 36 | ety, | 
A Paſtoral Letter from 2 Miniſter, addreſs'd to the Young Perſons of his Pa- 
riſti, ſewing them the Neceflity and Advantage of an early Religion, in order to 
perſwade the Youth of eachPariſh in the Plantations to enter themſelves into a Reli- 
gious Society of Catechumens, —_— arg of elrreſpoRity Miniſters — 20. 
4% 4 4 - . 0 X a 
wr oN-6h EE OC TWP & only & 
' And to which is added the better to engage them-to meet at ſuch 
Catechetical Conterences, - | 
An Introduftion of the New Verſion of Pſalms into General Uſe both in 
Families, and Churches ;, being a ſufficient ColleQion of ſuch, as are proper to be 
ſung in either. Ser to the molt approv'd Tunes which are in uſe. ————— 20 
Theſe to be ſung both at the beginning and end of the Conference.” 
And then for the proper Inſtruftion of theſe Perſons, 


A Short Diſcourfe in -the - Doffrine-of our Baptiſmal Covenant, proper to be read 
by all Jong th in order to their underſtanding the whole Frame and Ten- 


our gf the: eligion ; and to their being duly prepared for Confirmation, | 
. with Devoricns preparatory to that A ſtolick a2 Uſeful Ordinance. < 3px 
_ Common, Progert. | — 20 


Theſe to be lent to the ſuperiour Claſs of Catechumens, during the time t l 
attend upon their Catechetical Conferences , That they —_ be then parry 
direfed by the Miniſters reſpeAively, in the Uſe of the Common Payer, pur- 
ſuant > what has been propos'd in that Matter, in the Preface to the Diſcurſe en 
* the Baptiſmal Covenant. 


FINTIS. 


